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IT PAYS TO LEARN ALLOWANCE 

463. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 
In asking this question I acknowledge on behalf of the member for Mandurah the students of Frederick Irwin 
Anglican School in the public gallery. 

I refer the minister to the now Premier�s commitment during the election campaign to keep the It Pays to Learn 
allowance, a payment that the Premier�s family has received.  

(1) Will the minister please explain to more than 30 000 Western Australian families who are eligible for 
this payment why this election promise has been broken? 

(2) Will the minister confirm that the $100 per student secondary subsidy paid to high schools to reduce 
school fees has also been axed? 

(3) Why, in times of economic stress, is the minister increasing the burden on more than 50 000 Western 
Australian families who will now pay more to send their children to school? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Midland for the question. 

(1)-(3) We have discontinued the It Pays to Learn allowance and the $100 subsidy as part of our three per cent 
efficiency dividend. These were not easy decisions to make. Finding cuts in education, as the Treasurer 
will agree, is extremely difficult. We are still searching for some of that three per cent efficiency 
dividend. We had to make some difficult decisions. In looking at education, our underlying rule was 
that we were not going to affect what goes on in classrooms, we were not going to affect the teachers 
and we were not going to affect the students.  

Several members interjected.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Here they go again�the group therapy session has started again!  

Several members interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The It Pays to Learn allowance was a non-means-tested welfare allowance that was 
available to all parents. There was no guarantee that it ever went towards the education of children. We want to 
put the funds directly towards what happens in classrooms. That is why this allowance became part of the 
three per cent efficiency dividend.  

If the other side had been elected�thank heavens they were not�I wonder what it would have put into its 
three per cent efficiency dividend. It would have looked at things like this that are not front-line classroom 
activities. 
 


